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Cullman County  
Soil & Water Conservation District  

501 -B Fourth St. S. W.  
Cullman, Alabama  
(256)734 -6471  ext. # 3  

#1  in agriculture        
Per Alabama Ag. Statistics Bulletin 

NRCS and SWCD Help 
Farmers Protect  
Natural Resources  
   The Cullman County Soil and Water Con-
servation District (SWCD) plays a key role 
in the delivery of Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS) programs in Cull-
man County. SWCD and NRCS share a 
common mission through programs to as-
sist farmers who are protecting the natural 
resources of Cullman County.  
   For Fiscal Year 2014 (October 1, 2013 to 
September 30, 2014) the program funds 
paid out to farmers in Cullman County: 
EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program) $156,977.00, CSP (Conservation 

Stewardship Program) $11,373.00.  
   In addition to these amounts NRCS obli-
gated the following new funds in 2014: 
EQIP (Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program) $422,346.00.  
   The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) is a voluntary program that 
provides financial and technical assistance 
to agricultural producers through contracts 
up to a maximum term of ten years in 

length. These contracts provide financial 
assistance to help plan and implement 
conservation practices that address natural 
resource concerns and for opportunities to 
improve soil, water, plant, animal, air and 
related resources on agricultural land and 
non -industrial private forestland. In addi-
tion, a purpose of EQIP is to help produc-
ers meet Federal, State, Tribal and local 
environmental regulations.  
   The Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) presents a significant shift in how 

the Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) provides conservation program 
payments. CSP participants will receive an 
annual land use payment for operation -
level environmental benefits they produce. 
Under CSP, participants are paid for con-
servation performance: the higher the op-
erational performance, the higher their 
payment.  
   CSP is a voluntary conservation program 
that encourages producers to address re-
source concerns in a comprehensive man-
ner by: Undertaking additional conserva-

tion activities; and improving, maintaining, 
and managing existing conservation activi-
ties.  
   CSP is available on Tribal and private 
agricultural lands and non -industrial pri-
vate forest land in all 50 states and the 
Caribbean and Pacific Islands areas. The 
program provides equitable access to all 
producers, regardless of operation size, 
crops produced, or geographic location. 

The Secretary of Agriculture has delegated 
administrative authority for CSP to the 
NRCS Chief.  
   The following amounts of technical assis-
tance (TA) funds for salaries, overhead and 
cost of operation are in addition to the 
above funds: $309,303.00.  
    This brings the total of funds impacting 
Cullman County to $899,999.00.  
   Most of these program funds are 75% 
cost share with the farmer having to pay 
25% of the program cost.  
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you 

believe you experienced discrimination when obtaining services from USDA, participating in a 
USDA program, or participating in a program that receives financial assistance from USDA, you 
may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is 

available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimina-
tion in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex (including gender 

identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individualôs 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) 
To file a complaint of discrimination, complete, sign, and mail a program discrimination 
complaint form, available at any USDA office location or online at www.ascr.usda.gov, or write 

to: 
USDA 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW. 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 
Or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (voice) to obtain additional information, the appropriate office 

or to request documents. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have speech disabilities 
may contact USDA through the Federal Relay service at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (in 
Spanish). USDA is an 

equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 

720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

          The Soil and Water Conser-

vation Districtõs placticture equip-

ment is available for local farmers 
to begin in plasticulture. Plasticul-

ture is a more efficient way of 

growing produce by maximizing 

yield and being conservation 

minded at the same time.  Plas-

ticulture is the method of growing 
on plastic mulch with water drip 

hose laid directly below to carry 

water and nutrients directly to the 

plants roots.  The plastic mulch 

keeps weeds suppressed and the 
ground covered to prevent erosion.  

 The District purchased a 

bedder and layer combination 

(rain -flow model 2400). This piece 

makes a 3 to 5 inch tall bed and 

lays 4ft wide plastic mulch directly 
over the bed while also installing 

drip line in one pass.  A minimum 

30 horsepower 4wd tractor is re-

quired to pull this equipment.  

 A water wheel transplanter 
was also purchased.  Two water 

wheels come with the planter with 

adjustable plant spacing options 

(10, 14, 19, 27, 35, 51, 98 inches) 

to do single row or double row 

crops on the plastic mulch.  The 
wheels will punch a hole and fill 

the hole with water to create a 

slurry so the transplantsõ roots 

will have good soil to root con-

tact. A 35 horsepower tractor is 
minimum requirement to pull 

the transplanter.  Two 50 gallon 

water tanks are attached to the 

planter.  

 A lifter was purchased to 

remove used mulch and drip line 
at the end of the growing season. 

The lifter splits the mulch, cuts 

any vines hanging over the edge 

of the mulch and lifts the mulch 

out of the soil.  
 This equipment will be 

available to rent from the Soil 

and Water Conservation District 

for a daily fee.  Each piece of 

equipment is on a trailer that the 

renter can pick up at the office. 
For more information or the re-

serve the equipment call Travis 

Kress, the Cullman County Soil 

and Water Conservation District 

at 256 -734 -1431.  

Plasticulture Equipment 
Available For Rent  
to Local Farmers  

Check Out  

Our Web Site!  

hppt://cullmanswcd.com  
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Free Teachers Workshop  
Slated for June 23 -25  
The Cullman County Soil and Wa-

ter Conservation District will hold 

a three -day teachers workshop 
June 23 -25. The workshop is free 

of charge for K -12 teachers having 

an interest in environmental edu-

cation topics and issues.  

   There will be hands -on presen-

tations and lots of free teaching 
aids. The theme for this yearõs 

workshop is òLocal Heroes ð Your 

Hard Working Pollinators ó. Lunch 

will be furnished each day.  

   Seating is limited. For registra-
tion or more information contact 

Deborah Widner or Kathy Holmes 

with the Cullman County Soil and 

Water Conservation District at 

256 -734 -1431 . 

   On Friday, May 1st., Cullmanõs 

Sportsman Lake Park was filled 

with Cullman City Schoolsõ Sixth 
grade students. They participated 

in the Spring FAWN (Forest 

Awareness Week Now) event. 

FAWN is an educational program 

aimed at sixth grade students, 

which involves a field trip and in-
teraction with forestry and natural 

resource professionals.  

    Resource professionals, all vol-

unteers, staffed learning stations. 

The stations included: forest prod-
ucts, soils, forest management 

and wildlife. The learning stations 

provide a positive, hands -on, in-

teractive learning experience for 

the students and they leave with a 

better understanding of the impor-
tance of Alabamaõs forest and re-

lated natural resources.  

    Every Fall the county schoolsõ 

sixth grade students participate in 

the FAWN program  
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Tyson Pruett of Simcoe Wood Products instructs sixth graders on 
the many uses of trees at Spring FAWN held at Sportsman Lake 
Park 

  


